
Intrepid Prince (Ire)
Royal Applause – Intrepid Queen (Theatrical)

29th July 2016, Galway,  Arthur Guinness Handicap 1m
Owner: MDOC Intrepid Syndicate. Jockey: Leigh Roche.

I bought Intrepid Prince at the yearling sales in September 2014 and set up the MDOC 
Intrepid Syndicate with Turlough Blessing, John and Nancy Kehoe and ourselves. He was a 
backwards sort of 2yo last year, but he progressed nicely through the season. He was 2nd  in 
a decent Nursery in Limerick, and also ran well in a Leopardstown Nursery, before we put him 
away for the Winter.

I had mentioned to the other owners last year that he might be a horse for Galway this year, 
so I brought him back in much later than the other 3yos – I didn’t bring him in until May - 
with the idea of targeting him directly at the festival.

He turned into a lovely, strong 3yo over the Winter and his work soon told us that he could be 
well handicapped. It still took a few runs to knock the cobwebs off him and get him race-fit. 

In his last run, at Fairyhouse, he was 4lbs out of the handicap, but he ran well in the 
circumstances and we decided to take our chances at Galway.

You need luck in big field handicaps at Galway, and the draw was no help to us, but he 
had so much in hand that he was able to overcome it. The first-time visor also helped 
him to concentrate. 

The outcome today was never in doubt, and he won very easily.
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Michael O’Callaghan

Leigh Roche
“The draw was bad so I wanted to jump out and be in the first 
four or five, but as there was no pace I ended up making the 
running. We got it easy in front, and at the two furlong pole I 
gave him a squeeze and we kicked clear. I could see no dangers 
so I was able to ease him up with half a furlong to go.”


