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Michael O’Callaghan Racing

M           an Power (Billy Lee) continued  
           adding to add to our tally of 
second placings (currently 
twenty-nine for the season!) when 
runner-up to Michael Halford’s 
well-thought-of colt, Andesh, at 
Dundalk. It was his third time to 
�nish second, from four runs. As he’s 
a big horse, and still growing, we’ll 
put him away for the winter and 
have him back for the spring.

On the same night, Trophy Doll, a 
nice �lly by Dream Ahead out of a 
Sadler’s Wells mare, showed a lot of 
promise to �nish �fth (Leigh Roche). 
She was subsequently very unlucky 
not to win her maiden when beaten 
just a nose by Ger Lyons’ Beckoning 
at Dundalk. Pat Smullen made the 
most of her average draw, getting 
her to the front early, but she was a 
just a little bit green in the closing stages, 
and that may have been the di�erence 
between her winning and losing. She 
has a good attitude, has all but won her 
maiden – beaten the shortest of noses – 
and is an exciting �lly to look forward to for next year. 
We’ll be aiming her at the Guineas trials in the spring.

Another promising two-year-old debutant was Rawaan. 
Owned by Sheikh Mohammed Bin Khalifa Al Maktoum, and 
ridden by Leigh Roche, this Dark Angel �lly �nished fourth in 
a maiden over a mile at Leopardstown. She’s well bred, has 

loads of size and is one to look forward to. I can see her 
improving a lot with the winter under her belt, and she may 
also be one for a Guineas trial.

Later that day, our Michael O’Callaghan Racing Club horse 
Perfect Soldier �nished second in a very valuable handicap, 
under our apprentice Thomas Sherry. It was a very con�dent 
front-running ride from Tom, and they only got collared in 
the last hundred yards. 

Continued on page 4.

The Michael O’Callaghan Racing Club’s Galway winner, 
Perfect Soldier, under Tom Sherry, on his way to the start at 
Leopardstown recently. (photo: David Betts)

We’ll be 
aiming 
her at the 
Guineas trials 
in the spring.

Current club horses include:
1. Aggression – competitive, two-time winning sprinter.
2. Perfect Soldier – Galway festival winner.
3. Fastidious – �ve-time winning ultra-competitive stable stalwart.
4. De La Vega – lightly-raced 3yo daughter of Lope De Vega.
5. Delegating – highly competitive 3yo �lly.
6. Cantstoptherock by Society Rock.
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Profile:

M The day at Galway, 
when Perfect Soldier 
won, was a great day 
altogether, and one 
my father will never 
forget as long as he 
lives. I bought him a 
present of the 
membership and gave 
it to him on the day 
the horse won – he 
didn’t know anything 
about the club until 
then. He was so 
happy. Money 
couldn’t buy what 
that day meant to 
him. He was 
interviewed before 
and after the race on 
Attheraces, and was 
presented with the 
winner’s trophy on 
behalf of the club 
members. 

He woke me up in the 
middle of the night to 
ask if I could put on 
the DVD for him 
again, because he 
couldn’t really believe 
it. 

I wouldn’t bet much, 
but Daddy would be a 
big bettor. He had a 
big bet on Perfect 

Soldier in Galway, and I didn’t know anything about it until 
a few days later. I’m more of an each way man, but he goes 
straight on the nose every time.
We enjoy both the �at and the National Hunt equally, but 
for us to win that day in Galway in a world that is so 
dominated by elite groups, was just unreal. It meant so 
much to us all.
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Michael O’Callaghan Racing Club member Declan Martin tells newsletter editor 
David Donohue about his interest in racing, and how buying a Michael O’Callaghan

 Racing Club membership for his father, Bill, has made 2017 
a very special year for the 96-year-old.

            y father, Bill Martin, 
            has been going 
racing since 1929. From 
the time I was born he’d 
bring me with him, too. 
We’d go every weekend, 
and the Galway festival in 
the summer, and all the 
festivals in between. He’s 
been farming all his life 
and he still keeps a few 
cattle at the home place 
at Mullaghmast, near 
Athy, but he was never 
involved in racehorse 
ownership before I 
bought him a 
membership for the 
Michael 
O’Callaghan 
Racing Club. 

We go racing 
together every 
weekend, 
including Friday 
nights at 
Dundalk. Bill is 
almost 97, and he 
gave up the 
driving a while 
back, so I’m the 
driver these days. 
I’m an accountant as well, 
so I watch his money for 
him, too! 

What drew me into 
getting involved in the 
Club was the �xed price – there were no bills coming in every 
month for this, that, and the other, plus the fact that being in 
the parade ring whenever you had a runner gives you the 
chance to enjoy racing even more than before. It’s an unreal 
experience to stand in the parade ring with the people that 
you admire – the trainers and jockeys and owners – and for 
so little money.

Bill Martin in the parade at Galway after Perfect Soldier’s victory under Sean Davis. 

Bill and Declan Martin, father and son, study the form.

He goes 
straight 
on the nose, 
every time.



      ast month, I reported on our new yearling 
      purchases, which were followed by our 
annual trip to the Tattersalls Autumn Horses in 
Training Sale at Newmarket, where we had 
some very nice horses for sale. Of course, by 
selling good horses you’re letting go of potential 
winners, but the reality is that the yearlings 
need to be paid for and the business needs to 
be kept going.

We like to sell horses with a bit of meat left on 
the bone – horses with the potential to go on and win 
races, so that buyers will come back for more next year. 
We have sold many horses over the past few years that 
have won both here and abroad, and we hope that this 
year’s consignments will provide value for their 
purchasers, too. Ma Fee Heela was sold to David O’Meara 
for £33,000, Kion was knocked down to Jamie Osborne 
for £35,000, The Great Wall went to William Haggis for 
£32,000,  Gordon Elliott bought Veneer of Charm for 
£16,000, and Bold Knight was purchased by Suntin 
Aldehani for £30,000. 
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Ma Fee Heela should be suited for the U.K. style 
of racing, and as he strengthens up into a 

four-year-old sprinter I imagine David O’Meara will 
have plenty of success with him. 

Kion should win plenty of races, too, as should The Great 
Wall. Both �nished second in Curragh maidens, but we ran 
out of time with them as they needed to be sold on. 

Veneer Of Charm is athletic, likes a cut in the ground, and 
wanted a mile and a quarter on the �at, so he should make 
into a nice dual purpose horse for Gordon Elliot. 

Bold Knight is by Nathaniel, a middle-distance horse, and 
was very unlucky not to win for us. He just kept bumping 
into one and went up 15 pounds for just being placed. He 
has gone to race in the Middle East, and I wish his new 
owners the best of luck.

 Veneer Of Charm wins at Navan in May.

We like to sell 
horses with a 
bit of meat left 
on the bone.

Sales report

L



Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie
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Continued from page 1.
According to the handicapper’s assessment, it was an even 
better performance than Perfect Soldier’s Galway win, as he 
handed him a revised rating of 81, having given him three 
pounds for �nishing second at Leopardstown. We’re giving 
him a little break now, then we’ll look for a race for him at 
Dundalk. He has run there before and handles the surface 
well.

Aurora Eclipse followed up her �fth placing in a Listed race 
at Navan with a very good fourth in the Bosra Sham Stakes 
(Listed) at Newmarket (Leigh Roche). She was just a little Michael O’Callaghan.

unlucky not to get her black type on the day, as the ground 
was a little quick for her, but she has loads of scope and is 
sure to improve next year.

I always love watching the Breeders’ Cup, and there was 
added interest for us this year as Hunt, bred by my dad, 
Michael, ran in the Breeders’ Cup Turf. Hunt was sold as a 
two-year-old ‘breezer’ to David Redvers for £75,000 and won 
a maiden for Johnny Murtagh before being 
sold to America to continue his racing career. 

He was o� the track for a while, but really 
turned a corner this year for owner Michael 
House, and trainer Phil D’Amato. Hunt won 
two Grade Twos at Del Mar – the Eddie Read 
Stakes and the Del Mar Handicap, which is a 
‘win and you’re in’ ticket for the Breeders’ Cup. 

It was a huge step up from winning Grade 
Twos to the Breeders’ Cup Turf, and he was 
very out of his depth, but it was brilliant to 
have a runner, and a great thrill for Dad. 
Dreaming about those big days, as a breeder, owner, or 
trainer, is what racing is all about.

Good to be in the hunt at The Breeders’ Cup

Hunt wins the Eddie Read Stakes at 
Del Mar with Flavien Platt on board.

Dreaming 
about those 
big days… is 
what racing 
is all about.


