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Michael O’Callaghan

        rown Leah’s time o� in  
        June has turned out to 
be a blessing in disguise, as 
she has grown, 
developed and gotten 
stronger. While she stayed 
nice and toned, she still 
obviously had to build up 
�tness and strength again, 
and that has happened 
steadily over the past few 
weeks as she progressed 
from cantering to fast work. 

The recent cut videos we 
have posted of Leah’s recent 
work, and today’s 
‘half-speed’, show that she’s 
nearly there now, so I have 
penned her in for the Foran 
Equine Irish EBF Auction 
Maiden over 5f at 
Tipperary on Friday 11th 
August. 

As she cost under €40,000 and above €30,000 she’ll 
be in the conditions band that will see her carry 9st 
10lb, if she runs. The rain that hit Galway this week 
will need to move across the country between now 
and then for us to declare her. Firm ground more 
than likely contributed to her little setback last time, 
so, we’ll be taking it day by day and watching the 
weather. The bottom line is she’s moving closer every 
day to getting back to the track, and I’m really 
forward to seeing her run.

I’m also looking forward to seeing our Sapphire 
owners, Tommy and Tara Healy, next week. It’s a year 
since they were last over, and with a little bit of luck 
they may get to see Crown Leah run. Along with our 
other Pearl River members, they came in again this 
year, and I would love their loyalty and support to be 
rewarded with further success.  

Quinn’s Red Rose is doing really well. Our vet Pat 
O’Sullivan continues to be happy with her progress, 
and thinks she should be ready to move from the 
walker to ridden exercise in the next week or so. She 
looks brilliant and, like Crown Leah, has also 
strengthened up during her time o�. 

Hopefully we will have a busy back-end-of-the-summer/autumn 
campaign with the two �llies and have a lot of fun.

August 2017

Profile: Tommy Healy, Sapphire Bravo Owner. 
Pearl River, New York.

   was brought up in the Bronx and  
   worked most of my life for the 
Nyack Police Department in New 
Jersey. My mother’s people came 
from Roscommon and Sligo, and 
my father’s people came from Cork 
and Kerry. 

I �rst got into racing about �ve 
years ago through my son, Rory, 
and our friends, John Lowry and 
Donal Sorahan, who are also 
members of the Sapphire Bravo 
Syndicate. They went to the track a 
lot, and watched racing on TV every 
weekend. At that time, I was 
getting disenchanted with 
American sports, in general, and 
particularly football and basketball, 
so I started taking an interest in the 
horseracing. I grew up near Yankee 
Stadium, so I’ll always be a Yankees 
fan, but I soon found myself 
watching as much racing as 
baseball. 

My wife Tara and I had gone to the quarter-horse racing in 
Colorado a couple of times, but my �rst experience of the 
track was the Saratoga Festival in upstate New York. 
People were dressed so stylishly, the place was beautiful, 
the horses were magni�cent, the racing was exciting, and 
it was a lot of fun. Before that, I might bet on the Kentucky 
Derby once a year, but after a while I started watching the 
races in our local most Saturdays, with Tara, Rory, John and 
Donal, and having a few bets in the OTB across the street. 

I never thought of racehorse ownership until John told me 
about the Sapphire Syndicate last year, which he heard 
about from his fellow Carlowman, David Donohue. We got 
involved because it allowed us to have all the fun of 
owning a racehorse, without risking too much �nancially, 
and the ‘all in’ share price was a big part of the appeal. We 
have all the channels, so it didn’t matter that the horses 
were running in Ireland, plus it was good to see the 
di�erent style of racing. Here, it’s mainly dirt racing around 
a �at oval, but in Ireland you’ve got hills and turns and 
clockwise and anti-clockwise, which makes it a lot more 
interesting to watch.

The highlight of last year was obviously watching Randall 
Stevens win his maiden at Roscommon on the fourth of 
July. Tara and I watched it here in Pearl River and we were 
screaming and yelling at the TV! Later that evening, John 
Lowry called by, having just landed from his vacation in 
Ireland, and we celebrated late into the night. 

Of course it was disappointing that the syndicate’s other 
two horses didn’t make the track because of injuries, but 
we still got a lot of enjoyment out of it. So, when the 
chance to get involved again this year presented itself, we 
had no hesitation. We trust Michael and we’re very hopeful 
that the two �llies, Crown Leah, and Quinns Red Rose – 
named after our granddaughter, Quinn – can ful�ll the 
potential that Michael has seen in them from the 
beginning. Crown Leah �nished second in a maiden �rst 
time out, and we’re really hoping she gets to run at 
Tipperary next week, as we’ll be on holiday in Ireland at 
that time. She ran great �rst time out, and the form of the 
race has worked out well. Mike seems to like her a lot, so 
maybe she can give us a memory to take back home with us.
                                                                                                In conversation with David Donohue.

Randall Stevens wins his maiden at Roscommon on 4th July, 2016, 
under champion jockey, Pat Smullen.

I

Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie
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Tommy and Tara Healy visiting Crotanstown last year.



www.michaelocallaghan.iewww.michaelocallaghan.ie www.michaelocallaghan.ie

Michael O’Callaghan

        rown Leah’s time o� in  
        June has turned out to 
be a blessing in disguise, as 
she has grown, 
developed and gotten 
stronger. While she stayed 
nice and toned, she still 
obviously had to build up 
�tness and strength again, 
and that has happened 
steadily over the past few 
weeks as she progressed 
from cantering to fast work. 

The recent cut videos we 
have posted of Leah’s recent 
work, and today’s 
‘half-speed’, show that she’s 
nearly there now, so I have 
penned her in for the Foran 
Equine Irish EBF Auction 
Maiden over 5f at 
Tipperary on Friday 11th 
August. 

As she cost under €40,000 and above €30,000 she’ll 
be in the conditions band that will see her carry 9st 
10lb, if she runs. The rain that hit Galway this week 
will need to move across the country between now 
and then for us to declare her. Firm ground more 
than likely contributed to her little setback last time, 
so, we’ll be taking it day by day and watching the 
weather. The bottom line is she’s moving closer every 
day to getting back to the track, and I’m really 
forward to seeing her run.

I’m also looking forward to seeing our Sapphire 
owners, Tommy and Tara Healy, next week. It’s a year 
since they were last over, and with a little bit of luck 
they may get to see Crown Leah run. Along with our 
other Pearl River members, they came in again this 
year, and I would love their loyalty and support to be 
rewarded with further success.  

Quinn’s Red Rose is doing really well. Our vet Pat 
O’Sullivan continues to be happy with her progress, 
and thinks she should be ready to move from the 
walker to ridden exercise in the next week or so. She 
looks brilliant and, like Crown Leah, has also 
strengthened up during her time o�. 

Hopefully we will have a busy back-end-of-the-summer/autumn 
campaign with the two �llies and have a lot of fun.
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Profile: Tommy Healy, Sapphire Bravo Owner. 
Pearl River, New York.

   was brought up in the Bronx and  
   worked most of my life for the 
Nyack Police Department in New 
Jersey. My mother’s people came 
from Roscommon and Sligo, and 
my father’s people came from Cork 
and Kerry. 

I �rst got into racing about �ve 
years ago through my son, Rory, 
and our friends, John Lowry and 
Donal Sorahan, who are also 
members of the Sapphire Bravo 
Syndicate. They went to the track a 
lot, and watched racing on TV every 
weekend. At that time, I was 
getting disenchanted with 
American sports, in general, and 
particularly football and basketball, 
so I started taking an interest in the 
horseracing. I grew up near Yankee 
Stadium, so I’ll always be a Yankees 
fan, but I soon found myself 
watching as much racing as 
baseball. 

My wife Tara and I had gone to the quarter-horse racing in 
Colorado a couple of times, but my �rst experience of the 
track was the Saratoga Festival in upstate New York. 
People were dressed so stylishly, the place was beautiful, 
the horses were magni�cent, the racing was exciting, and 
it was a lot of fun. Before that, I might bet on the Kentucky 
Derby once a year, but after a while I started watching the 
races in our local most Saturdays, with Tara, Rory, John and 
Donal, and having a few bets in the OTB across the street. 

I never thought of racehorse ownership until John told me 
about the Sapphire Syndicate last year, which he heard 
about from his fellow Carlowman, David Donohue. We got 
involved because it allowed us to have all the fun of 
owning a racehorse, without risking too much �nancially, 
and the ‘all in’ share price was a big part of the appeal. We 
have all the channels, so it didn’t matter that the horses 
were running in Ireland, plus it was good to see the 
di�erent style of racing. Here, it’s mainly dirt racing around 
a �at oval, but in Ireland you’ve got hills and turns and 
clockwise and anti-clockwise, which makes it a lot more 
interesting to watch.

The highlight of last year was obviously watching Randall 
Stevens win his maiden at Roscommon on the fourth of 
July. Tara and I watched it here in Pearl River and we were 
screaming and yelling at the TV! Later that evening, John 
Lowry called by, having just landed from his vacation in 
Ireland, and we celebrated late into the night. 

Of course it was disappointing that the syndicate’s other 
two horses didn’t make the track because of injuries, but 
we still got a lot of enjoyment out of it. So, when the 
chance to get involved again this year presented itself, we 
had no hesitation. We trust Michael and we’re very hopeful 
that the two �llies, Crown Leah, and Quinns Red Rose – 
named after our granddaughter, Quinn – can ful�ll the 
potential that Michael has seen in them from the 
beginning. Crown Leah �nished second in a maiden �rst 
time out, and we’re really hoping she gets to run at 
Tipperary next week, as we’ll be on holiday in Ireland at 
that time. She ran great �rst time out, and the form of the 
race has worked out well. Mike seems to like her a lot, so 
maybe she can give us a memory to take back home with us.
                                                                                                In conversation with David Donohue.

Randall Stevens wins his maiden at Roscommon on 4th July, 2016, 
under champion jockey, Pat Smullen.
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Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie
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Tommy and Tara Healy visiting Crotanstown last year.


