
Now Or Never (Ire)
2013 bay f Bushranger – Queenofthefairies (Pivotal)
May 8th Curragh -  Derrinstown Stud 1,000 Guineas Trial (Fillies G 3). 1m Good.
Owner – Now Or Never Partnership.  Jockey: Kieren Fallon.

Michael O’ Callaghan

Kieren Fallon:
“From the first day I rode her I thought she was a serious filly. 
On Sunday she went to the start like a bird, broke well, and 
travelled for fun. I thought we were going a bit too slow, and if 
we could have gotten out we would have taken it up earlier. 
When I did ask her to quicken she did it very impressively. She’s 
uncomplicated, has a great attitude, and if we get her to the 
Guineas in the same order she’s the one they all have to beat.”

Now Or Never did very well over the winter, and I always felt she was going to improve from two to three. 
At Leopardstown in April, over seven furlongs on heavy ground, she and the winner, Jet Setting, made all 
and were well clear of Alice Springs at the line.  It was a great run for her first run of the year.

Her work at home improved after that and it set her up nicely for Sunday’s 1,000 Guineas trial. On paper 
she was the highest rated in the race and I thought she would take all the beating, but I was hoping that 
she might go and do what she did. Really the race was only like a bit of work for her. She travelled very well 
in behind, and when Kieren pulled her out and grabbed the race by the scruff of the neck she settled it in 
a matter of strides. She didn’t even know she had a race and it proves that she handles good ground.

The pot was licked clean on Sunday night, and when she pulled out on Monday morning she just floated 
across the yard. 

She’s in great form, and as she still hasn’t come in her coat I expect her to improve even more. 

It’s exciting that Now Or Never is now clear 2nd favourite for the Irish 1,000 Guineas at the Curragh. My 
initial plans are to follow the Guineas with a tilt at Royal Ascot’s Coronation Stakes. After a mid-season 
break we might have a crack at the Matron Stakes on Champion’s weekend at Leopardstown.


