
Blue De Vega 
(Lope De Vega – Burning Heights)

Killavullan Stakes (Group 3), 2yo’s, 7f.  Leopardstown, Sat 24th Oct, 2015

Today’s win is a big one for the yard. It’s our first Group winner, and our second stakes winner for Qatar Racing. My partner, 
Siobhan, my father, Michael and all the lads deserve a huge amount of credit for what we have achieved today, and in winning 
fifteen races so far this season.  Training is a bit like running an orchestra and I’m just the conductor. 

We knew that Blue De Vega was special from the very beginning, and today’s win confirmed that belief. My instructions to 
Colin were, take your time, find your rhythm, and ride him like he’s the best horse in race. It couldn’t have worked out better - 
he jumped smartly, travelled nicely and had a lovely position turning in. Once he joined the leaders, still going easily, two 
furlongs out, Colin said go and he skipped clear, showing his class. It was a faultless ride and scintillating to watch the horse 
win a G3 by three and a half lengths in that style. 

I’m delighted for Qatar Racing and we have forged a good partnership over the past twelve months. It was brave of them to 
give an inexperienced trainer, like myself, their support and I’m just happy to be rewarding them for putting their confidence 
in me. I owe them a lot. 

I bought Blue De Vega at the Goresbridge breeze-up sale in May. Being by Lope De Vega, out of a Montjeu mare, he stood out 
on paper and physically there was a lot to like about him too. At €75,000 he was the most expensive horse I have ever bought 
at a breeze-up, but he looks cheap now. 

On his first run at Dundalk he was slow from the stalls, but made up a lot of ground to finish a close third. It was his first time 
to come off the bridle, and it brought him forward in leaps and bounds.

Last time out, at Naas, from the worst draw in the field, he bounced out smartly, travelled well, and when Emmet shook the 
reins he just eased away from the field. The Killavulan Stakes was earmarked after that, and when Qatar bought him from us 
they were happy to go along with the plan.  It has worked out very well.

Michael O’ Callaghan

Colin Keane, Jockey:
“He travelled nicely from the off which meant that I was I able to take my 
time. Once we turned in we eased towards the leaders, and when I shook the 
reins at him he picked up very easily and put the race to bed in a matter of 
strides. He’s definitely one of the best I’ve ridden, and he’ll have no problem 
getting a mile. He’s a very exciting horse and he’s given us all plenty to dream 
about over the winter.”


