
    have entered Randall Stevens in  
    the  Irish Stallion Farms EBF 
Auction Maiden at Leopardstown 
on Sunday and I’m very much 
looking forward to saddling my �rst 
runner for the Sapphire Syndicate. I 
don’t have him fully wound up, and 
he should improve for the outing, 
but he has been working every bit 
as well as Sebastian Bach who ran 
at the Curragh on Sunday, and I 
think he is well capable of running 
a nice race. 

Randall is a horse that can be very 
fresh at home, and at this stage I 
feel that a run is better than ten 
pieces of work. Leopardstown is a 

nice place to start him o� and he should learn a lot from the experience. 
Kieren Fallon rides.

The sore shin which set Randall back a bit is still niggling him, but we’re 
managing it with regular spa and ice treatments. If we were to wait for it to 
completely disappear, it would be August before we could run him. I’m 
con�dent that we can train, and nurse him through it.

If all goes to plan I’ll be declaring him on Friday morning, and I’ll look forward 
to seeing you all on Sunday at Leopardstown.

Michael

I was at the Curragh 
last Sunday to see 
Blue De Vega run 
second in the 
Tetrarch Stakes, 
keeping Michael, 
Qatar Racing and 
the Crotanstown 
team’s classic dream 
very much alive. 
Atlas’s �ne third in 
the maiden 
suggests he can win 
one, too, and 
Amethyst Racing 
Syndicate’s �rst 
runner, Sebastian 
Bach ran a blinder 
despite ‘sitting’ in 
the stalls. It’s the 
Sapphire’s turn now. 
Roll on Sunday. 

David Donohue

The Sapphire update

It’s all systems go for Randall Stevens on Sunday. 
This is the moment when we get a clearer picture 
of what we have. 

I think Mary Cockerill may have picked up her 
canon bone injury while galloping on the grass up 
Walshe’s Hill. She was a little bit sore that evening, 
so we took X rays, but there was no sign of a 
fracture at that time. A stress fracture can take a 
while to show up on X rays and is very common in 
2yos, but it’s not so common for it to happen on 
the hind leg. Had it been a compound fracture, 
she would have had to be put down, but a mild 
stress fracture generally heals within three 
months. To take a positive out of it, she will be 2-3 
months more mature when she starts back 
training.

Moral Fibre is a little down in the dumps after 
‘losing’ his two ‘friends’ but he’s back cantering 
now and getting on grand. Hopefully he will 
begin to lose some of the bulk he was carrying, 
allowing us to take his training to the next level.

No. 3 April/May 2016

Our open day on Sunday, April 3rd brought a great bunch 
of Sapphire Syndicate members to Crotanstown. This 
picture shows Mary Cockerill (with Paki). (L-r) Martha, 
Denis, Conor, Gary, Peter, myself, Alison and Brian. Thanks 
to everybody who came along.

I

One entrance ticket per share will be allocated for 
race day, which also features the Derrinstown Derby 
Trial. If you intend to come along, please email 
Geraldine on gerbrett@gmail.com by Friday at noon. 
Additional tickets can be arranged at a reduced price.  
See you there!
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