
Blue De Vega 
(Lope De Vega – Burning Heights)

Irish Stallion Farms EBF (C&G) Maiden, 7F. Naas, 23rd September 2015

I bought Blue De Vega at the Goresbridge breeze-up sale in May. Being by Lope De Vega, out of a Montjeu 
mare, he stood out on paper. Physically there was a lot to like about him, too. He was good looking, he had  a 
good walk, a good outlook and good action. I thought he had a lot of Montjeu about him.

I timed him at 20.50 sec for the breeze, which put him in the top 10% on the day. It was a very fast time for a 
horse bred that way. 

I gave him six weeks off after I took him home, as I thought he was more of a back-end type. When we 
brought him back in he started to excite us straight away, and there was never a morning we could get him 
off the bridle. 

On his first run, at Dundalk, he was slow from the stalls but made up a lot of ground to finish a close third. It 
was his first time to come off the bridle which was a very good experience for him. It brought him forward in 
leaps and bounds.

Today, he did what we always thought he was capable of doing. From the worst draw in the field, he bounced 
out smartly, travelled well in third, and when Emmet shook the reins he just eased away from them. He had 
a good blow afterwards, which we wanted, as we can’t do enough with him at home. He will keep improving 
for racing and his next possible target is the Killavulan Stakes at Leopardstown in October.

Blue De Vega is owned in partnership by ourselves, Jim Ryan and Tallyho Stud and he holds a 2000 Guineas 
entry for next year. At €75,000, he was the most expensive horse I have ever bought at a breeze-up, but he 
looks cheap now. 

Michael O’ Callaghan

Emmet Mc Namara (Jockey): 
“The race was very straightforward, really. He jumped smartly and got 
a nice prominent position early. He was always travelling easily and 
within his comfort zone and when I gave him a squeeze he quickened 
up immediately and put a field of good maidens to the sword.  There is 
everything to like about him.”


