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Michael O’Callaghan Racing

Michael O’Callaghan.

P        erfect Soldier’s victory at the Galway festival on  
        Wednesday, 2nd Aug, was the �rst winner for our 
newly formed club, The Michael O’Callaghan Racing 
Club, and it gave me the biggest buzz I have ever had at 
the races. It was also great to be able to give my 
apprentice, Sean Davis, his �rst Galway winner. He’s been 
with us since he started out three years ago, and he gave 
the horse a great ride. It was an evening we will all 
remember for a very long time.
 The Racing Club was an idea 
that I knocked about last 
year. I recently decided to 
�ne-tune the concept and 
we launched the club in 
mid-July. It’s been an 
incredible success so far – 
with 160 members, of all 
ages, from all over Ireland, 
having already signed up.  At 
Galway on Tuesday we were 
joined by one of our newest 
members, 96 -year-old Bill 
Martin, who �rst went to 
Galway races in 1928. He 
greeted the winner, along 
with the twenty-plus other 
members who joined us in 
the parade ring on the night 
(see gallery on p.4). 

Of our other club runners, to 
date, Delegating �nished 
third at Galway on Monday 
night, and we have had 
three additional second 
placings, and one third. 

We currently have nine 
horses running in the club 
colours, and our e199 
membership fee, with 
quarterly and monthly 
payment options, is designed to make the experience of 
racehorse ownership accessible to absolutely everybody. 

Hector Ó hEochagáin was one of the very �rst members to 
sign up, and he has now come onboard fully as the club’s 
o�cial ‘front man’. Hector’s passion for the game is 

absolutely infectious, and he wants 
people to experience the buzz that he 
experiences as an owner. You really 
could not ask for a better ambassador 
— both for the sport itself, and for the 
club.
 

Another factor that has really added to 
the Racing Club’s appeal is our dedicated 

app (www.mocracingclub.teamapp.com). It’s a 
great tool for bringing 
members closer to the game, 
with regular gallops reports, 
pre and post-race reports, 
members chat, and a 
dedicated weekly tipping 
service from one of Ireland’s 
top sports journalists, Daragh 
O’Conchuir. 
 
Our July highlight was I Am 
Power’s impressive 
performance in winning his 
maiden at Navan under Pat 
Smullen, and he now heads 
to The Curragh for a winners 
race over six furlongs on 
Monday 7th Aug. (For more 
information on I Am Power, 
see our winner’s blog spot at 
www.michaelocallaghan.ie). 
Our club model allows us to 
transfer horses into the club 
from time to time, and I Am 
Power will run in the club 
colours at The Curragh. His 
addition to the team has only 
added to the recent 
excitement in the club. Join 
up and be part of it! 

It gave me 
the biggest 
buzz I have 
ever had...

Jockey Sean Davis is greeted by Bill Martin 
after Perfect Soldier’s win.

The president’s men, Hector and Michael.
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Meeting The Team
Crotanstown’s vet Pat O’Sullivan, is another Kerryman

following a dream born from the love of horses.

L       ike Michael, I’m a Kerryman. I grew up on a farm on 
       Valentia Island in Kerry, which is where my interest in 
working with animals sprang from, and which later led to 
me dreaming of becoming a cattle vet. However, when I 
was at college, the equine practices I visited seemed far 
more interesting than the ‘cattle and small animals’ side of 
things. I also began to take an active interest in horse racing 
at that time, adding it to the many other sports 
I was interested in, and which kept me occupied 
in my spare time.
 
Initially I worked in a mixed practice, but in 2008 I 
went out to New Zealand with my wife, Cathy, 
and our eldest daughter, and took a job in an 
equine practice just outside of Auckland. Ivan 
Bridge, whom I was working for, was well known 
in thoroughbred circles there and worked with 
some of the top trainers around Auckland — the 
second biggest area for thoroughbred racing in 
New Zealand after Waikato 
(the country’s equivalent of 
The Curragh). It was a 
fantastic experience, and I 
learnt a lot from Ivan.
 
Cathy and I considered 
settling out there, but the 
call of home was too great in 
the end and we returned to 
Ireland in 2013. I had been 
o�ered a job with Troytown, 
GreyAbbey, while I was home 
on holiday, and I was very 
happy to be returning to 
work with such an 
established veterinary 
practice here in Ireland.
 
The thoroughbred industry is 
a big part of our client base 
and our two biggest clients are the Aga Khan Studs and the 
National Stud, while we also work with a number of trainers, 
mainly around the Curragh area, including Michael.
 

When Michael was based in Millgrove as a breeze-up 
consignor, and later as a permit-holding trainer, another vet 
from our practice was doing most of Michael’s work. At that 
time the vet was beginning to take a step back from 
full-time veterinary work, so I started to do a few calls at 
Michael’s yard, and we immediately hit it o�.

 
When Michael moved to Crotanstown as a 
fully-licensed trainer, I began working with 
him more and more. Once a vet develops a 
rapport with a client, a good working 
relationship develops organically, and that’s 
what happened with myself and Michael.
 
Attention to detail is very important when it 

comes to training horses, and it is something 
that I have noticed to be of a particularly high 

standard in Michael’s yard. Michael and Siobhan 
perform slightly di�erent roles at Crotanstown — 

Michael has the overview, 
and Siobhan tends to look 
after the minutiae of the 
horses' health and 
well-being, but the end 
result is that attention to 
detail at Crotanstown is 
really second-to-none. They 
love the horses in their care, 
and do everything they can 
for them. It’s fantastic to 
have people like them 
consult me for an opinion 
on their animals, and 
indeed to value that 
opinion.
 
I’d like to think that I’m quite 
like Michael and Siobhan in 
that I love horse racing, and 
I love the animals I work 

with. They are just beautiful creatures and, to be honest, it is 
a bit of a privilege to work with them day in and day out. It’s 
an honour really.
 In conversation with newsletter editor David Donohue.

They are 
just 
beautiful 
creatures....
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For the Notebook
Aurora Eclipse

Aurora Eclipse is the �rst horse I have trained for 
Alan Quinn, the former Irish international soccer 
player. She is a two-year-old by Kodiac and was 
bought at the Gowran Breeze Up sale for €70,000 
from Tallyho Stud, whom we’ve been very lucky 
in buying horses o� before. 

She �nished second �rst time out — only beaten 
a neck by a very promising �lly from the Ger 
Lyons yard, and we’re quite hopeful that she can 
win a maiden and in time pick up some black 
type. The �lly has already given her owner a 
lovely introduction to the racing game and she is 
one to really look forward to.

Forget Nothing

Forget Nothing is a Kyllachy two-year-old who 
runs in the colours of the Michael O’Callaghan 
Racing Club. She �nished mid-division �rst time 
out at The Curragh, and has come out of that 
race well. 

Forget Nothing is a lovely-looking horse, whom 
we hope will be competitive in maidens over the 
coming months.

Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie

Alan Quinn.

Aurora Eclipse (photo: David Betts)
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Gallery
Perfect Soldier makes it a perfect evening at Galway

for the Michael O’Callaghan Racing Club.

Sean Davis coaxes 
Perfect Soldier home to win by a head.

 Bill Martin celebrates, as drawn by 
cartoonist Darren Birdie.

A congratulatory handshake 
from President Higgins.


