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Michael O’Callaghan.

The Amethyst Syndicate’s Sebastian Bach. Photo: David Betts.

   t was nice to get a winner on board  
   for the Amethyst Syndicate, with 
Sebastian Bach’s victory at Dundalk. He 
had been placed in Competitive 
maidens as a two-year-old and was a 
little unlucky not to have won one. 

The Amethyst Syndicate has some nice 
three-year-olds to look forward to this 
year – geldings by Sea The Stars (Heavy 
Artillery), Monsieur Bond (Night Of 
Glory) and Dandy Man (as yet 
unnamed), alongside 
Veneer Of Charm, who is 
a full brother to 
Devonshire.  Their 
horses were a little slow 
to come to hand last 
year, but Sebastian Bach 
has gotten them o� to a 
�ying start for 2017. 

Joining the Amethyst 
horses in the 
three-year-old ranks this 
year are, amongst 
others, unraced colts 
owned by Qatar Racing 
and Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Khalifa Al Maktoum, 
alongside the smart 
two-year-old winners Mur Hiba, Mirdif, De Boss 
Man and Holy Cat.

With the new season just around the corner, I’ve 
been �icking back and forth through the new 
programme book and have it worn out already, 
setting targets for both the three-year-olds and 
the older horses. Soon, we’ll be eyeing up the 
two-year-old races as well. 

We picked up a lot of ‘black type’ with 
our two-year-olds in 2016, and with 
thirty juveniles in the yard this year 
we’re all getting a little excited. The 
colts started back well before 
Christmas and have come to hand very 
quickly, with the sharper ones starting 

to make their presence felt. We’ve taken 
our time with the �llies, but they’re 

doing well also, with some already 
catching the eye (see page 3). 

There were some 
setbacks last year, with 
the bad weather, and 
the Old Vic gallops not 
being ready until 
mid-February, but this 
year we’re exactly 
where we were hoping 
to be and we’re looking 
forward to kicking on 
from here.

We had our �rst 
syndicate open 
morning in January, 
with our Irish and 
international visitors 
getting the 
opportunity to see the 

Sapphire Bravo �llies in the �esh. We will keep 
you informed about forthcoming ownership 
opportunities and yard visits. In the meantime, if 
you wish to enquire about our syndicates, or to 
visit the yard, please do get in touch.

Soon we’ll be
eyeing up the
two-year-old 
races.



    was brought up in a little place called Howth  
    Junction in  north County Dublin. My earliest memory 
of horses was my father driving a carriage for C.I.E. and I 
used to go to the stable yard with him on Sundays.  My 
connection to racing was through a cousin of my 
mother’s called Billy McClean. He was travelling head lad 
for Ryan Jarvis Snr in Newmarket and when he died his 
son took over the job. 

In 1968, Ryan Jarvis Jnr brought a �lly 
called Front Row to The Curragh for the 
Irish 1,000 Guineas. It was the �rst time I 
ever went racing. The �lly won, and from 
then on I was hooked. I used to mitch 
school to go to the Baldoyle races, which 
was just down the road. My ambition was 
to ride there, and I ful�lled that ambition 
when I was still a teenager. 

I would do anything to avoid 
going to school, and I’d ride 
any ponies I could get my 
hands on. Dad came home 
one evening after having a 
few drinks and said, if you 
want horses, I’ll give you 
horses. He brought me to 
Brackenstown House to sign 
on as an apprentice with a 
trainer called David 
Blanchford. He was a hard 
task-master, but he had some 
nice horses. 

I had a few rides for David and 
for P.V. Doyle before I went to 
England to work for A.G.M. 
Stephens, and then George Peter Hoblyn in Manton. 
To be honest, I didn’t like it there, so I came back to 
Ireland to work for Bunny Cox in Dundalk.

On my �rst ride for Bunny, I got a broken jaw, and my 
job was gone when I went back. A friend of mine, Bill 
Lanigan, was starting training around that time on The 

Heath in Portlaoise. I was beginning to get heavy, so I 
chucked in the riding and went to help Bill. Bill had 
some good horses, like Pay Related, Book Of Kells and 
Princess Milan, but in the late eighties I got an inkling 
to become a trainer myself.

I took out a licence and trained out of my place in 
Vicarstown. I had a few winners, like Lucifers 
Way who was a decent chaser, but I didn’t have 
the kind of good horse that you really need to 
get established. 

One horse I was lucky to get was Hondyke. He 
won two point-to-points for me before being 
sold to England where he won a few more. He 
won his last race at the age of sixteen.
I also had a �at horse with great potential called 

Dunrally Fort. He was second in a good maiden 
�rst time out. The owners kept on insisting I run 

him, rather than give him the 
time he needed, and he never 
got to show what he was 
capable of. 
Probably the most talented 
horse I ever had was a big 
national hunt horse called 
Ard Lane, owned by the 
bookmaker Cyril Hackett. He 
was a lovely horse, and I was 
sure he would win a bumper. I 
had moved to a yard at 
Brownstown on The Curragh 
which had been used to 
stable the horses used in the 
movie Braveheart. I washed 
and disinfected the yard as 
best I could. Still, every horse 
in the place got sick. 

Ard Lane’s �rst race was at Navan. At the top of the hill 
he went out like a light. When he came back in he was 
full of mucus. I said, that’s it, but Cyril said, we’ll bring 
him home, get him better and give him back to you.  I 
said, no, Cyril, I’m giving up. I’m out. 
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Meeting The Team.
Martin Brew is a yard-man at Crotanstown who has worked in all areas of the racing game.

I got an 
inkling to 
become a 
trainer
myself.

Continued on page 4
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Michael O’Callaghan highlights three �llies 
that have caught his eye on the gallops.

Spotlight on two-year-olds.

Gr f Dark Angel – Joohaina 
(New Approach)
This is a lovely-looking �lly who is 
quite sharp. She could be out early 
in the season. Her dam, Joohaina, 
was a winner for Marco Botti in the 
U.K., while her sire, the brilliant Dark 
Angel, has maintained his position 
at the top end of the International 
stallion classi�cations over the past 
two years. 

B f Red Jazz – Mandeville 
(Kodiac)
This is a very nice �lly who cost 
me €30,000 as a yearling. She has 
what I like in a two-year-old, 
she’s well-muscled and 
mature-looking, moves nicely 
and likes her work. She’s a 
February foal and has always 
looked an early-season type. 
Red Jazz is a �rst season sire by 
Johannesburg, the sire of the 
brilliant Scat Daddy. 

B f Swiss Spirit – Starbotton 
(Kyllachy)
This €34,000 �lly is very sharp 
and loves her work. 
She’s a good-moving �lly and 
stands out a bit on the gallops. 
Her dam, Starbotton, won twice 
as a two-year-old and is a 
daughter of Kyllachy who, like 
Swiss Spirit’s sire, Invincible 
Spirit, is known for breeding 
speed and precocity.

This €34,000 
�lly is very
sharp and 
loves her 
work.

The Red Jazz Filly.

         t this time of the year what draws your attention are the two-year-olds who are thriving 
         on their work and improving from week to week. These are some of the two-year-old 
�llies that I like the look of so far.
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Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie

Crotanstown News.
       ebastian Bach was not the only member of the 
       Crotanstown team to get o� to a �ying start this 
year! Michael achieved a personal goal in January 
when, as part of his ongoing pilot training, he took 
his �rst solo �ight in a Cessna 152. 

‘It’s something di�erent, and it takes your mind o� 
the yard. Last year we hired Jimmy Smith to �y us to 
Goodwood, Newmarket and Ascot in his six-seater 
Cessna 210 and I got to “�y” the plane brie�y when 
we were in “cruise”. That sold me on the idea.’

‘It’s quite challenging mentally, but the more I’ve 
gotten into it the more I’ve enjoyed it. All going well, 
I’ll have my private pilot’s licence by the summer.’

‘That 
learning-to-�y 
look.’

Cessna 152.

Meeting The Team Continued from page 2
Ard Lane went on to Frances Crowley’s yard and won a 
bumper by eight lengths at Fairyhouse. I believe he 
got a bad kick after that which ended his career.

Then James Burns, who trained on The Curragh, asked 
me to be his head Man. I enjoyed working with James 
and we had a lot of success. I returned to him after he 
had taken a break, and after I had spent two years with 
Tracy Collins. James continued to do well for a few 
years, but when he gave up training I didn’t quite 
know what to do with myself. I went back to England, 
but that was tough, with a wife and three children at 
home.

I had met Michael while I was in James Burns’. He was 
preparing ‘breezers’ at the time, and the horses he was 

selling were winning for other trainers. You need to get 
a trainer’s licence, I told him, because I knew he could 
train! Finally he took out a licence, and when I came 
back from England I started working with him. 

Bogini was our �rst winner. I’ll never forget her – she 
won two more on the trot and that got Michael 
noticed fairly quickly.  His ability, dedication and 
knowledge are what sets him apart and Michael and 
Siobhan make a great team. She really knows her 
horses, too. The discipline rolls o� them and onto 
other people. 

This place has a great future and it’s good to be part of 
it. You want to be part of it. I was sick for a while, but 
it’s great to be back in the game. I love it here, and I’ll 
always love being around horses. 


