
        s I mentioned in our December newsletter, 
        the two-year-olds we have this 
year are, I believe, the best bunch we 
have ever had. Since then, more have 
arrived, and we now have thirty 
juveniles to go to battle with this 
season. Most of these two-year-olds 
have now visited The Curragh’s Old Vic 
gallops a few times, as we gradually 
step them up in their work, following 
several weeks of cantering. Apart from 
a few days of harsh frost, the weather 
has been good compared to last year, 
when the rain slowed 
everything down. At this 
stage we’re nicely ahead of 
the game with these young 
horses, and I couldn’t be 
happier.

Every month, over the 
coming months, I will 
highlight some of our 
two-year-olds to watch out 
for during the season. This 
month will feature a colt 
and two �llies bred in the 
purple, and whom I’m very 
much looking forward to 
getting to the track. (P.3)

The older horses have come 
back in, also, including the 
exciting three-year-olds, 
Mur Hiba, De Boss Man and 
Holy Cat, while Group-winner and Classic-placed 
Blue De Vega also returns for another season. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Maktoum’s 
three-year-old, Mirdif, is currently enjoying the 
sunshine of Dubai as he prepares for a tilt at the 
Meydan Classic on February 23rd. He’s thriving 
out there and looks a million dollars. His work 
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rider, David Hayes, who is doing a great job with 
him, gave him his �rst bit of proper 
work on the grass last Saturday and 
he was very satis�ed with how it 
went. The technology we use allows 
us to monitor the horse’s heart rate, 
and the split times from his work, 
from 8,000 miles away, which means 
we can map the horse’s progress in 
real time. 

Mirdif’s �rst run will be in the Meydan 
Classic Trial on the 9th February and I’ll 

be going out for both races. 
Having had a chance to see 
the incredible facilities at 
Meydan while I was on 
holidays there in December, 
I’m very much looking 
forward to returning for the 
Carnival.

Our �rst open morning here 
at Crotanstown is this 
coming Saturday, 28th 
January, when we launch 
the new Sapphire Syndicate, 
Sapphire Bravo, beginning 
at 11am. It’s a chance to see 
the two �llies, have a cup of 
tea and a chat, and for those 
who haven't been here 
before it’s an opportunity to 
see the facilities here at 
Crotanstown (more info P.4). 

All are welcome.
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Mirdif stretches out at Meydan

At this 
stage we’re 
nicely 
ahead of 
the game…



   was brought up in Maynooth, Co. Kildare. I have no  
   racing background, but my cousin, Craig, worked for 
a trainer in Co. Meath called Sean Mahon, a farmer 
who had a few point-to-pointers. When I 
was in my early teens, I started working 
there during the summers. That was the 
�rst time I had contact with horses. 

I was good friends with Gary Halpin, who 
also worked with Sean. Gary wanted to be 
a jockey and went on to the RACE 
academy. When I left school I followed 
him there. As part of the course they 
placed me with Michael for �ve mornings 
a week. He had only been training a year 
or two at that stage, but he was already 
making a name 
for himself and I 
knew it was a 
good 
opportunity for 
me. During that 
time, Gary 
continued to be 
a big help in 
terms of 
getting me on 
my feet and his 
success as a 
jockey was very 
encouraging. 

My �rst ride for 
Michael was 
Bob's The 
Business in an 
apprentice race 
in Limerick in 2015. We �nished down the �eld that 
day, but the following day I was third on Makni�cent, 
for Michael, at The Curragh. Makni�cent also gave me 
my �rst winner when I won a handicap on her at 
Leopardstown last July. 

A week after my �rst win, I won an apprentice race on 

Total Demolition for the trainer John Larkin. I was due 
to ride the same horse the following week, when he 
won again, but I got put out through the rails in an 

earlier race and I was out for over two 
months after that. It was an error on my part 
that caused the accident. I went down a gap 
on the inside rail that was too tight. But 
there’s always going to be setbacks in this 
game, and I de�nitely learnt from it.

I also learnt a lot from Kieren Fallon when he 
was in the yard last year. He was obviously 
one of my idols, and to be riding upsides him 

on the gallops was great. He would point out 
what you had done wrong in a race, but he 

would also tell you what you did right. Shane 
Kelly was also a 
huge help to 
me when I 
started here. 
He gave me a 
lot of 
con�dence, 
and is another 
rider I have 
learnt a lot 
from.

I ended up 
with �ve 
winners in total 
last year, which 
I was happy 
enough with. 
My biggest win 
was on 
Maudlin 

Magdalen in a Class 1 handicap on Champions 
Weekend at The Curragh for the trainer Donal Kinsella. 
The atmosphere was fantastic that day, and it was 
great to win a big handicap on such an important 
weekend. It might be a bit ambitious, but I would like 
to become champion apprentice . That’s what I’ll set 
my sights on this year. 
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Meeting The Team.
Apprentice Sean Davis tells us about the ‘Makni�cent’ start to his racing career 

and his ambitions to become apprentice champion.

I learnt a 
lot from 
Kieren 
Fallon…
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Michael O’Callaghan highlights three of his juveniles 
who stand out on breeding.

Spotlight on two-year-olds.

sister to both Peeping Fawn, who won two Group 
Ones, and The Way You Are, the Group One winning 
sire of Toast Of New York. He has looked impressive 

cantering, and with a pedigree like that I’m 
very much looking forward to seeing how 
well he gallops. 

I am also thankful to have been chosen by 
the National Stud Breeding and Racing Club 
to train an extremely well-bred �lly for them 
this year.

Ch f Dawn Approach – Artisia 
(Peintre Celebre)

Another 
lovely �lly 
with lots of 
scope, she is 
a half-sister 
to the 
ultra-tough 
Red 
Cadeaux, 
and her 
markings are 
very similar 
to her sire. 
John Sher-
man in 
Abbeyleix 
did a great 
job breaking 
and pre-
training her 
and she 
came here 

just a week ago in great condition. I did the National 
Stud Course in 2008 so I’m delighted to be handling 
such a well-bred �lly for them. The club is such a 
brilliant idea and it’s great to be involved. 

         eing employed by Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa     
         Al Maktoum has really added to our armoury 
since last spring. Mirdif and Mur Hiba were the �rst 
two horses he sent us in 2016 and both won 
their maidens before going on to gain black 
type in Group races. Two of the two-year-
olds he has given us to train this year are 
particularly well bred, and it’s a privilege to 
have access to pedigrees of this standard.

B f Oasis Dream - Endless 
(Sadler’s Wells)
This �lly has a peerless pedigree, being by 
Oasis Dream out of Endless, who, herself, is a 
half-sister to 
the dual 
Group One 
winner, Pow-
erscourt. 
Endless, by 
Sadler’s Wells 
is also a 
half-sister to 
Kind - the 
dam of Fran-
kel. This is a 
really lovely 
�lly with lots 
of size and 
scope. She is 
very athletic, 
moves well, 
and if she 
inherits even a 
fraction of the 
talent her 
pedigree suggests, she could be anything.

B c Fastnet Rock – Star On High 
(Fusaichi Pegasus)
By Fastnet Rock, this lovely scopey colt is out of the 
Fusaichi Pegasus mare, Star On High, who is a half-

This �lly 
has a 
peerless 
pedigree.

The National Stud Breeding and Racing Club’s 
half-sister to Red Cadeaux. (Photo: David Betts)
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Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie

Crotanstown News.
           e’re delighted to be launching the Sapphire Bravo 
           Syndicate on Saturday 28th January with an open 
morning here at Crotanstown. We have two quality �llies 
by Red Jazz and Swiss Spirit respectively - two �rst season 
sires whose progeny sold well in 2016 - and these two 
really caught my eye. Pat O’ Callaghan, one of the 
members of last year’s syndicate who enjoyed success 
with Randall Stevens, came down to look at the �llies 
recently and was particularly taken by the Red Jazz �lly. 
Having bred an Arc winner, Pat knows a nice horse when 
he sees one. Our open morning is a casual a�air that gives 
everybody a chance to see the horses, have a chat and 
talk about the syndicate. We’re �lling quite quickly, and 
we expect to close the syndicate by mid-February.

Having a chat during one of last year's open mornings.

Everybody here wishes Tomo Sherry a quick 
recovery after the leg fracture he su�ered recently 

when he got kicked. Hopefully he will 
be back with us soon.

Tomo Sherry

The Red Jazz Filly


