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Michael O’Callaghan Racing

H         appy new year 
         everybody and welcome 
to our �rst newsletter of 2018!
 
Aggression’s 
win at Dundalk 
was a big 
evening for the 
yard, as the 
horse is one of 
our Michael 
O’Callaghan 
Racing Club 
horses, and was given a lovely 
ride by Tomo Sherry, our yard 
apprentice, who was riding his 
�rst-ever winner.
 
Aggression had just been 
touched o� the previous week 
and this was a weaker race, so 
with Tomo claiming ten 
pounds we fancied our chances. They were slowly away 
from the gates, but Tomo never panicked. He just plotted 
his way through, and when the gap appeared Aggression 
quickened up nicely.
 
The win was very important for Tomo and his family, and for 
everybody in the yard as well. Tomo is a huge part of the 
team — he is very dedicated and a hard worker, with a lot 
of ambition. It was so important for Tomo’s career to ride his 
�rst winner and get the monkey o� his back.
 
Aggression has been a great asset to the racing club so far, 
having won once and been placed four times since its 
inception. He’s on a break now and should continue to give 
our club members plenty of fun.
 
We sent Hello Brigette and Perfect Soldier to 
Wolverhampton after Christmas and were well rewarded. 

Hello Brigette won an emphatic victory in the six-furlong 
Novice Stakes and Perfect Soldier �nished second in the 
one mile, one-and-a-half-furlong handicap.
 
After running well at Leopardstown �rst time out, Hello 
Brigette disappointed a bit at Dundalk, so we dropped her 
back to six furlongs, and it suited her well. Dougie Costello, 
whom I had never used before, had nothing but praise for 
the �lly afterwards. We might give her one more run before 
giving her a break, as her owners are keen to keep her in 
training for the 2018 turf season.

Michael
O’Callaghan.

An overseas winner
to end 2017

Hello Brigette wins at Wolverhampton under Dougie Costello



Tomo Sherry
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    just hope that Tomo Sherry took some time  
   over the holidays to realise what he achieved 
in riding his �rst winner. I’m not sure it has 
sunken in enough with him. When I look back 
at the start of my career, even up until recently, 
I realise that I was so ambitious I really didn’t 
appreciate some of the yard’s achievements as 
much as I possibly should have. Now, after 
having had a leaner year this year winners-wise 
(we had any amount of seconds!), I have learnt a 
lot. Now, I realise that every time you have a 
winner you have to savour and appreciate it. 
You have to celebrate it, because you don’t 
know when the next one is coming. A virus 
could come into the yard, this could happen, 
that could happen – or you could get a run of very 
average horses, which happens all too often. 

At the end of the day you can have 
horses �t and well, but they may just 
lack ability, and it takes time to get 
those horses to a level where they can 
win. I’m just one of so many trainers 
out there who has to do that, day in, 
day out, season in, season out and I’ll 
admit it, there can be stark periods. But, 

it’s just the reality of training horses. 
We’re all waiting for the next ‘good one’, 

but in the meantime winners like 
Aggression, whom my partner Siobhain rides 

out, who has given Tomo his �rst racecourse 
victory, and our Racing Club another race day to 

savour, are equally to be treasured. These victories, even 
in the middle of the winter on a cold night at Dundalk, are 
what it’s all about. 

… every time 
you have a 
winner you have 
to savour and 
appreciate it.



        ur yearlings are now broken and riding. It’s  
        always exciting, looking at them, watching them and 
dreaming! Fada, who broke all the yearlings this year, has 
done a great job. They all have ‘good mouths’ on them, 
and are well behaved. We have nine yearlings so far, and 
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the stand-out for me, action, attitude and power-wise is a 
�lly by Zo�any out of the Irish 1,000 Guineas winner, 
Yesterday. She is owned by Scott Heider and Craig Bernick, 
who also own the promising Modern Love, and there is 
something about this �lly that I really like.
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A time for dreaming

Horses returning to Crotanstown during late-November snow.

Current club horses include:
1. Aggression – competitive, two-time winning sprinter.
2. Perfect Soldier – Galway festival winner.
3. Fastidious – �ve-time winning ultra-competitive stable stalwart.
4. De La Vega – lightly-raced 3yo daughter of Lope De Vega.
5. Delegating – highly competitive 3yo �lly.
6. Cantstoptherock by Society Rock.

MEMBERS

WELCOME 

WORLDWIDE

N E W S L E T T E R
Michael O’Callaghan 
Racing Club Membership

Enjoy many of the privileges and bene�ts of 
racehorse ownership, at just a fraction of the cost.

MEMBERSHIP FEE OF 

€199.00
(valid for 1 year from join-up date).

Follow this link to sign up www.michaelocallaghan.ie/racingclub
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           e started the Michael O’Callaghan Racing Club in the 
           summer, with the intention of getting people 
involved in racing without the expenses associated with 
conventional ownership. We wanted to create a club that 
allows people to get a feel for ownership, through having 
access to most of the 
privileges that actual 
ownership allows, at a price 
a�ordable to all. Most 
importantly, we wanted to 
give everybody the chance to 
experience the indescribable 
buzz of going racing with 
fellow club members, and with 
a horse running in your 
colours. 

I had noticed over the years 
that people who own 5% of a 
syndicate get as much of a 
kick out of a horse running as 
people who own 100%, so I 
tapped into that, and into the 
knowledge that there are so 
many racing fans that really 
wanted to be involved in 
horse racing, but hadn’t seen a 
way in.

I couldn’t be happier with how the club has gone so far. 
We have 240 members, and the overwhelming feedback 
has been that the club has ful�lled their aspirations and 
gone far beyond. Perfect Soldier’s win at Galway was 
huge, and the publicity that Hector Ó heachagain’s 

involvement as uno�cial 
‘ambassador’ brought gave 
the club a fantastic boost, 
not to mention 96-year-old 
club member Bill Martin who 
really stole the show at 
Galway!

The draw for two Michael 
O’Callaghan Racing Club 
memberships, to reward our 
monthly newsletter 
subscribers, took place in 
December.  The winners 
were DANIEL MURPHY and 
LISA MUSZYNSKI. 
Congratulations Daniel and 
Lisa!

Club News: 
240 members and counting!
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Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie


