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Michael O’Callaghan.

            e had one runner on the �rst day   
            of the �at season at Naas last 
Sunday. Ma Fee Heela ran in the six 
furlong three-year-old maiden, 
�nishing second to Alpha
bet in a competitive twenty-runner 
�eld. It was a nice introduction, I was 
delighted with his run, and he should 
improve a lot. We think quite a bit of 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 
Maktoum’s colt. We will look for another 
maiden opportunity for him and go 
from there.

Amongst those joining 
Ma Fee Heela in our 
three-year-old ranks this 
year are the 
two-year-old winners of 
2016, Holy Cat, De Boss 
Man, Mur Hiba and 
Mirdif, who have all 
wintered well. They 
should be ready to run 
early in the season, 
along with Blue De 
Vega, our Classic placed 
and Group winning colt. 
He may go to the 
Gladness Stakes which 
will be held at Naas this 
year, and we have a Listed race at Dundalk in mind 
for Holy Cat.

Our team of thirty two-year-olds are coming to 
hand nicely. We have a couple of sharpish ones, 
including a Dandy Man �lly that is entered in 
Dundalk this week, and several promising types 
that will take a little more time. There are some 

beautifully bred horses who will be 
worth waiting for, and which I have 
already discussed in our January 
newsletter 
(www.michaelocallaghan.com).

Our two Sapphire Bravo Syndicate 
horses, Crown Leah and Quinns Red 

Rose, are also progressing well. By �rst 
season sires Swiss Spirit and Red Jazz, 

these �llies are straight forward and doing 
everything right. The �rst Sapphire Syndicate 

yielded the maiden 
winner, Randall 
Stevens, and many of 
last year’s members 
have returned. There 
are still a few shares left 
in this unique, 
‘all-in-price’ syndicate. 
Contact the o�ce for 
more details or if you 
would like to arrange a 
visit to the yard.

Over the next few 
weeks we’ll be easing 
our way into the 
season, which only 
really kicks o� after the 
Punchestown festival, 

but it’ll be all guns blazing soon enough, and we 
can’t wait to go to battle.

Ma Fee Heela.

Our team 
of thirty 
two-year-olds 
are coming 
to hand 
nicely…



    was brought up in Gort, Co. Galway, with my 
    brother and sister. My parents always had a few cows 
and sheep, and my dad bought, broke, and sold show 
jumpers, which he still does. 

I did a lot of show jumping when I was younger, and 
when I was eleven I rode my �rst 
thoroughbred – a horse belonging to a 
family friend. 

I heard about R.A.C.E. – the racing 
academy on The Curragh – through a 
neighbour of ours, Ian McCarthy, the jump 
jockey. When I went there in 2013 I was 
given work placement with the trainer 
Dessie Hughes. On my eighteenth 
birthday, Phil’s Magic, a horse I minded, 
won a hurdle race at Naas, and 
also won ‘best-turned-out’.  I’ll 
never forget that day.
When I was �nished at R.A.C.E., 
I decided to get some overseas 
experience, so I went to France 
to work for the trainer John 
Hammond. Yaazy was twice 
Group placed when I was 
looking after her, and also won 
a Listed race. That was my �rst 
time in a �at yard. The horses 
were a lot sharper than what I 
was used to in the National 
Hunt world. I enjoyed it so 
much there – especially when 
we went to Deauville to ride 
work – that I extended my stay 
by an extra two months.

Then I went to England to work 
for the jumps trainer Venetia 
Williams. Everything worked 
like clockwork in her yard and 
the horses were very relaxed. 

When I returned to Ireland in January, 2016, Sandra 
Hughes had taken over the licence from her late father, 
and I worked with her for a few months before coming 
here to Crotanstown.

There are a lot of young people, like me, in the yard. It’s 
a very happy atmosphere and there’s always a 
bit of crack and a laugh, and that helps you get 
through the day.

Last year, I was lucky enough to be looking 
after Mirdif.  He won the �rst day I went racing 
with him, and also won best-turned-out. I took 
care of Now Or Never as well, though I didn’t 

get to go racing with her, and I rode out De Boss 
Man a lot. Now Or Never was placed in a Classic, 

won a Group Three and was placed in a Group 
Three and two Group Ones, 
and De Boss Man, who was a 
two-year-old last year, won his 
maiden and was placed in a 
Listed race and a Group Three. 

We have some smart 
two-year-olds this year, as well, 
along with nice three-year-olds 
and older horses, and the 
whole yard is very excited 
about the season ahead.

I’m not built to be a �at jockey, 
but I do have my amateur 
licence, even though I’m not in 
a National Hunt yard. My goal 
for this year is to get three rides 
on the track, and I’d be very 
happy if I can achieve that.
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Meeting The Team
Keely Farrell tells us about her career route from Gort to Crotanstown, 

and her ambition to make use of her amateur jockey’s licence.

My goal for 
this year is 
to get three 
rides on the 
track.



www.michaelocallaghan.ie

Michael O’Callaghan highlights three more juveniles 
he is looking forward to this year.

Spotlight on two-year-olds

B f Dansili – Rumya 
(Red Ransom)
This nice Dansili �lly is out of a 
mare who won all four of her 
racecourse starts, including two 
Group Ones in South Africa for 
trainer, Mike De Kock. A 

home-bred of Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Khalifa’s, she was 

very weak when she started o�, but 
is taking her training well and is one to 

look forward to. 

B f Bated Breath – HMS Pinafore 
(Singspiel)
This is a lovely-looking, strong �lly, and has a 
great hip on her. She has taken a little time to 
come to hand but she’s a good mover and 
really catches the eye.

Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie

The great Dubawi.

B f Dubawi – Raihana 
(Elusive Quality)
It's lovely to have a Dubawi �lly in the yard as 
Dubawi is such a super stallion. Her dam won 
three times at Meydan and �nished second in 
a Group Two. This �lly is coming along steadily 
and looks the part.

This �lly 
is coming 
along
steadily and
looks the 
part.
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Crotanstown
News
         ur apprentice, Tomo Sherry, still isn’t back from  
         his leg break. He had his cast changed a few 
weeks ago as the fracture was still there. 

Hopefully he’ll return shortly, and we know he’s 
itching to get going again. Tomo Sherry. 

On the mend.

Sapphire Bravo Syndicate 2017

  All-in share price. No hidden costs.
  Syndicate runs from January to end of October 

   2017 at which point syndicate will be dissolved 
   via horses in training sale.
  Any o�er to purchase a syndicate horse during 

   the Syndication term will be presented to 
   shareholders for consideration.
  All credit at close of syndicate divided pro-rata. 
  Fully transparent. Wrap-up accounts available at 

   end of syndicate term.
  Syndicate manager in place.
  Regular WhatsApp updates plus professionally 

    produced monthly newsletter.
  Open door stable policy.

The horses
Two �llies bought as yearlings by Michael in 2016, 
running as two-year-olds in 2017.

Crown Leah B f Swiss Spirit - Starbotton
This well-developed and well-muscled �lly is from a very 
nice family. She is by �rst-season sire, Swiss Spirit – a son 
of the outstanding Invincible Spirit. Her dam, Starbot-
ton, won twice as two-year-old and is a daughter of 
Kyllachy, who, like Invincible Spirit, is known for breed-
ing speed and precocity. She is progressing nicely and 
we like her a lot. 

Quinns Red Rose B f by Red Jazz - Mandeville
This beautiful and powerful-looking �lly is by Red Jazz, a 
�rst season sire by Johannesburg.  Her �rst dam, 
Mandeville, won as a two-year-old while Mandeville’s 
sire Kodiac is a proli�c sire of two-year-olds. A February 
foal, we expect to have a lot of fun with this �lly.

Investment 
Share purchase options: 
10% share €13,000. 5% share €6,500. ALL IN.

Contact
Michael O’Callaghan
info@michaelocallaghan.ie
045 456 502. 

Crown Leah, by Swiss Spirit.


