
   t has been a busy few weeks here at   
   Crotanstown, as you can imagine, with 
the start of the �at season and our new 
stable jockey, Kieren Fallon’s arrival. 
Kieren arrived two weeks ago, but he 
settled in straight away and gets on very 
well with everybody in the yard.  

To have Kieren here, riding out every day, 
is a massive achievement for the yard, 
and his feedback is absolutely 
invaluable.  After all, Kieren has won 16 
classics and was British Champion 
Jockey six times. He is retained to ride all 
of our horses this year, including the 
Sapphire Syndicate horses. 

As you know, we were gearing up for an 
early season outing with Randall Stevens 

but, unfortunately, we will now have to wait another while, as his sore shin has 
lingered a little longer than we had expected. 

Mary Cockerill and Moral Fibre are both in good form, and like all of the horses in the 
yard have been enjoying the recent sunshine. See more about the ‘Sapphires’ in my 
update on page 2.

All roads lead to Crotanstown this Sunday, 3rd April! We’re looking forward to seeing 
many of the syndicate members for a co�ee, a chat, and a look around the yard, not 
to mention some ‘Sapphire sel�es!’  The ‘open hour’ will start at 10.30am sharp.

See you then.

Sincerely,

Michael

Okay, we may 
have to wait a 
little longer than 
we thought for 
our �rst runner, 
but one of Mike’s 
virtues as a trainer 
is that he gives 
horses the time 
they need, so 
when they’re 
ready they’re 
really ready. 
Thrilled about 
Kieren Fallon, as 
I’m sure you all 
are. It’s a winner in 
itself as far as I’m 
concerned!

David Donohue

The Sapphire horses
Sore shins are very common in racehorses, so the ‘shin’ 
that Randall Stevens picked up a few weeks ago simply 
meant anti-in�ammatories, and treatment in the 
hydrotherapy spa. Normally, a week or two would do the 
trick, but Randall’s shin is still ‘niggling’ so we’re just 
giving him the time that he needs. Unfortunately, this 
means we won’t get to run him as soon as we had hoped, 
but he looks super, as you all saw in the photo I posted 
recently, and we would hope to get him back doing fast 
work soon.
 Moral Fibre is a big horse who has grown even more 
over the past few months. I’m actually playing around 
with the idea of gelding him as, although he is getting 
loads of work, he is still holding onto his weight. 90% of 
horses are gelded, so it would have been on the agenda 
anyway, but gelding him early could really help to turn 
him from ‘chubby teenager’ into the toned racehorse we 
need him to be. It worked for his brother, Moral High 
Ground, but I’ll think about it a bit more before I make 
up my mind.

Kieren had a spin on Mary Cockerill recently and, 
afterwards, told me that he liked her. A few of the �llies in 
the front yard, where ‘Mary’ is stabled, got a bit of a 
cough recently, and although she hasn’t been coughing 
I have backed o� with them all. 

‘Mary’ continues to come along nicely and is getting 
stronger and �tter all the time. She loves her work, has a 
great attitude and I’m very happy with her.

www.michaelocallaghan.iewww.michaelocallaghan.ie

No. 2 March 2016

Niamh Creahan – work rider.
Mary Cockerill’s regular work rider, Niamh Creahen (19) 
hails from En�eld, Co. Meath. Niamh rode over 25 winners 
on the pony racing circuit and was crowned leading lady 
rider in that sphere in 2014, the year in which she also won 
two Derby’s, including the famous Omey Derby. 
Subsequently, Niamh moved into the world of ‘racing 
under rules’, spending two years with Eddie Lynam before 
joining Michael’s team at Crotanstown. 

‘She’s very alert,’ Niamh says of Mary Cockerill. ‘She’s 
curious about everything and really enjoys being out on 
the gallops. We get on great together!’  (DD)
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