
Randall Stevens (IRE)
2014 bc Tamayuz – Sweet Surprise (Danetime)

4th July 2016 Roscommon Irish Stallion Farms EBF Maiden (plus 10) 7f sft
Owner: MDOC Sapphire Syndicate. Jockey Pat: Smullen.
I bought Randall Stevens at Tattersalls last September  for e21,000, with the intention of putting him into 
a new syndicate called the Sapphire Syndicate. The syndicate is made up of twenty members, mainly 
first-time owners, from all over Ireland, alongside four Irish/Irish American racing enthusiasts who live in 
Pearl River, New York.
I didn’t initially go down the barn to see him at Tatts, but while I was there, looking at something else, he 
caught my eye and I ended up taking a closer look.  I immediately liked what I saw - he was a lovely moving 
horse, well balanced, and with a slight little bit of attitude, which I liked. 

Throughout the Spring I kept the syndicate informed that I thought he would be an early 2yo and capable 
of winning a maiden. I liked his fighting qualities – he was bit of a scrapper – plus he was game and tough.
He then developed a little set back with a sore shin which held him up for a few weeks. We nursed him 
through that and got him to Leopardstown in May.  He ran a nice race from a bad draw, learning a lot in the 
process. 
Between Leopardstown and his next race at Roscommon he developed some behavioural issues that 
caused him to dice with castration. Fortunately for him, he decided to run well at Roscommon, finishing 
second to the highly thought of Branch Line.
I was really looking forward to running him at Gowran where he ran a very game race to finish 3rd to 
intricately. He has improved further from that run, and today he showed great maturity and a will to win. 
He was slowly away, but when Pat asked him to move forward into a good position he did so. It allowed 
them to stalk the leaders and come with one run, which proved decisive. It was a super ride by Pat.
A huge number of the syndicate members turned up tonight and it was a great victory for them, too, plus 
it added to the July 4th celebrations for the lads in New York!
We’re aiming at a nursery in Galway with him next.
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Michael O’Callaghan

Pat Smullen:
“He dwelt a bit in the stalls but he soon found his 
rhythm. When I asked him to go he went for his race and 
battled very well. He has a very good attitude and there is 
hopefully more to come from him.”


