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Michael O’Callaghan Racing

A         urora Eclipse took us back into the 
         winners enclosure recently with an 
impressive Maiden win at Naas under Pat 
Smullen. It was great to train a 
winner for Alan Quinn – the 
former Irish international 
soccer player – especially as 
Aurora Eclipse is the �rst horse 
that he has ever owned.  We 
then rolled the dice and ran 
her in a Listed Race at Navan a 
few days later. It was de�nitely worth it, as she 
ran a really good race to �nish �fth. Her 
jockey, Leigh Roche, said she just got a little 
bit tired over the extra furlong on the heavy 
ground, but she showed us that she can box 
at that level against the colts. She should be 
capable of picking up black type and we may 
run her in the ‘Bosra Sham’ at Newmarket in early 
November. It’s a �llies-only Listed race over six furlongs in 
which we �nished second last year with Spy Ring.

Two days later, Militry Decoration was given a very strong 
ride by Pat Smullen to win the www.irishinjuredjockeys.com 
Nursery at Dundalk by a head. It was a very game 
performance and Pat judged it to perfection. He thinks the 
horse should be competitive o� his revised rating of 80, 
and I’d like to get another race into the horse, if I can, before 
he heads to the Horses In Training Sale at Go�s at the end 
of the month.

Delegating ran a cracker on the same card for the Michael 
O’Callaghan Racing Club, when just failing by a neck in 
the Claiming Maiden. She was a little unfortunate in that 
she settled a little further back than her jockey, Shane Foley, 
ideally wanted her to, but she’s the type of �lly that you 
have to let settle and �nd her own rhythm. She took to the 
surface very well and Shane said she stuck her head down 
and galloped all the way to the line. He was delighted with 
her. She should have no problem going a mile and should 
win the next day, hopefully! The handicapper put her up 

one pound, to 70, afterwards, and she’s another one I 
would like to get a winning bracket for before sending her 
to the sales.

Another club horse, De La Vega, also ran well at Dundalk, 
under our apprentice Thomas Sherry. She had a very bad 
draw that probably cost her the race, but ‘Tommo’ got her 
into a nice position and she stuck at it up the straight. A 
mile is her minimum trip, and the intention is to run her 
back quickly and go from there.

In the last race on Dundalk’s card, Bold Knight only lost out 
by a short head, bringing our ‘seconditus’ tally for the 
season to 26! It was a tenacious duel up the straight 
between nine times champion jockey Pat Smullen and 
pretender-to-the crown, Colin Keane, who both got the 
best out of their horses, with Colin’s horse just putting his 
head down at the right time. That was Bold Knight’s third 
time to �nish second and he is so unfortunate not to have 
won a race. We haven’t gotten to the bottom of him and I 
would like to get his head in front before the Horses In 
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Back in the winners enclosure
after a run of seconditus!

Aurora Eclipse wins impressively at Naas.



Staff Profile:

I    have just come from the  
    Prix De L'Arc De Triomphe 
and took a friend. She didn't 
have a clue about racing, but 
she had a fantastic day at 
Chantilly, and I think I may 
have converted her to the 
racing game!

I am the only one interested 
in horse racing in my family, 
apart from my father who 
owned a couple of National 
Hunt horses as part of a 
syndicate in the nineties. I 
used to go to Dundalk (my 
local track) with him as a 
small child, when it was a 
National Hunt course, and I 
also remember watching my 
�rst Grand National on the 
TV when Papillon won.

My sister bought me an 
encyclopaedia of horse racing when I was thirteen, and I 
basically committed it to memory. It deepened my interest 
in horse racing and taught me a lot about the theory, the 
bloodlines and the history of the game.

When I left school I went to Trinity College to study English 
literature and immediately joined the Horse Racing Society, 
which was one of the reasons I had chosen Trinity over the 
other colleges in the �rst place! While I was there, I spent 
more time studying Yeats, the Gold Cup winner, than 
William Butler Yeats! I had an interest in, but no background 
in racing, while many of the society members were from the 
racing world. Still, they made me feel very welcome, and it's 
that welcoming and inclusive ethos that I hope the Michael 
O'Callaghan Racing Club will become known for too.

One of my favourite racehorses is Orfevre. He was the 2011 
Japanese Triple Crown winner, and I became obsessed with 
the idea of seeing him in the �esh. Through the college 
racing society, I got see him run in the Prix De L'arc De 

Triomphe at Longchamp in 
2013. It was a great experience, 
and I have been to every Arc 
since then.

Eventually, I was elected to the 
committee of the horse racing 
society and was responsible for 
social media and blogging, 
which ties in with the work I 
am now doing for the Michael 
O'Callaghan Racing Club. I 
heard about the job through a 
friend, and around the same 
time Michael had read my 
racing blog and reached out to 
me on Twitter. I came down to 
Crotanstown for a chat, and 
the minute I saw the dogs in 
the yard I thought, I have to do 
well in this interview because I 
really want to be around these 

dogs! I was very inspired by 
Michael and his enthusiasm for the 
racing club concept, and the racing 
business, during the interview. I 
was really keen to be a part of it.

My main role is in supporting 
Michael’s stated aim, which is to help 

bring racing to a wider audience and to 
show the public how much enjoyment it is 

possible to get from racing. I am responsible 
for the Club social media and App updates and I 

also arrange race day tickets for our members. 

Perfect Soldier winning at Galway has obviously been the 
highlight of the job so far. It was great to have so many 
people celebrating together, and the atmosphere on the 
day was incredible. On top of that, Sean Davis gave the 
horse such a good ride, and our new club member, Bill 
Martin, at 96 years of age, got to accept the winning trophy. 
You really couldn't have scripted it!
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Michael O’Callaghan Racing Club administrator Majella McParland 
has plans for the club inspired by her own initiation into the game she loves. 

She talks to our newsletter editor, David Donohue.

Majella at the 2017 
Prix De L’arc De Triomphe

Perfect Soldier 
winning at 
Galway has 
obviously been 
the highlight...



Sales report

It’s been a busy few weeks stocking up with yearlings for 
next year. I didn’t make it over to Doncaster, which is 
where I bought I Am Power last year, but I got on well at 
the yearlings sales at Fairyhouse and Go�s, where I 
picked up six yearlings in total. 

I started o� by buying a Camacho colt at the Tattersalls 
Ireland sale in Fairyhouse for €40,000. He’s  a lovely, 
quality horse out of a two-year-old winning mare. Then a 
little while later I picked up a Pastoral Pursuits colt out of 
a winning Tale Of The Cat mare, who should make a 
proper two-year-old. My notes in the catalogue said he 
looks a ‘nice, fast colt’ and he cost e20,000. The third 
yearling I bought at Fairyhouse was a Camacho �lly, out 
of a stakes-placed mare by E�sio. Again, she was a nice, 
racey, two-year-old type and she cost €25,000. 

Lastly, at Fairyhouse, I bought a Footstepsinthesand colt 
for €49,000. I have never had a Footstepsinthesand 
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before, but this was a gorgeous-looking horse by a 
stallion who tends to appeal to an international market, 
and I had to have him. Although he has very little recent 
pedigree, his family goes back to Oaks winner Shahtoush. 
He is a lovely, strong, well-made colt who, if he was to win 
a maiden, would be quite tradeable internationally.

The road show then travelled on to Go�s where I struck 
early on the �rst day of the Orby Sale, buying a Camacho 
�lly, consigned by Ballylinch Stud, for €68,000. Her dam, 
Kimola, was the talented mare who bred Whipless, who 
�nished third in the Leopardstown 2,000 Guineas Trial for 
Jim Bolger. The mare has produced some two-year-old 
winners with very high ratings, and this yearling has a 
nice bit of size and power about her.

From then on, I couldn’t get near anything I liked in the 
Orby sale, as the trade seemed to take o�. It continued 
into the Sportsman’s Sale, and any horse that was nice 
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Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie
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Training Sales. He’s a �ne big horse who stays all day and 
handles juice in the ground and will make a lovely 
dual-purpose campaigner.

We sent Modern Love to Kempton, following her third 
placing in a good maiden at Leopardstown on Champions 
weekend. The race was divided and she ended up in the 
division which was more like a Listed race, but ran with 
great credit to �nish third, with Oisin Murphy riding. She is 
a very well bred �lly, by Dark Angel, and her yearling 
full-sister made over €400,000 at the recent Go�s Orby Sale. 
While I’m not disappointed in her performance at Kempton, 
I am disappointed that I couldn’t get her American owners, 
Scott Heider and Craig Bernick, a win before the end of the 
season. Thankfully, the owners are realists – they know they 
have a good �lly on their hands, and are really looking 
forward to next year.

September began with Fastidious �nishing third at 
Laytown under amateur rider Tom Hamilton, giving the 
Michael O’Callaghan Racing Club another good day out. De 
La Vega also provided entertainment for the club in 
September, when �nishing third at 28/1 for Sean Davis. On 
the same night, Pat Smullen and Man Power were beaten 
only a neck into second by another Dandy Man �lly. Man 
Power is a still a bit immature mentally, which is probably 
what got him beaten, but he’s a talented horse, and should 
soon shed his Maiden tag.
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was making a fair price. I did manage to pick up a colt by 
Dragon Pulse, with an unbelievable page, for €30,000. 
The dam has produced two winners, most recently 
Aljanood, who won a maiden for Dermot Weld. His 
second dam bred Wemyss Bight was a champion 
three-year-old �lly in Ireland, and won the Oaks. It’s a 
serious Juddmonte family, plus I like the stallion. I think 
he will inject a bit of speed into the pedigree. I have had 
two Dragon Pulses who have won for me – Grace Rafaela, 
who won her maiden in Dundalk recently, and Magical 
Fire, who was a very good two-year-old for us last year, 
and �nished second in the Cherry Hinton Stakes. So, I’m a 
fan of the stallion and I was delighted to get this fella.

I took a couple of days out 
to travel Lexington, 
Kentucky to meet Scott 
Heider and Craig Bernick, 
who own Modern Love. It 
was my �rst time meeting 
Scott, who has a real 
passion for and knowledge 
of the game, especially for 
somebody who hasn’t 
come from a racing 
background. 

I watched Militry 
Decoration win at home in 
Dundalk, from my hotel 
bedroom in Lexington, and 
the lads in the yard were 
saying I should go away 
more often! 

Dundalk winner 
Militry Decoration.
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