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Michael O’Callaghan Racing

Michael O’Callaghan.

           e had a great May, 
           banging in �ve 
winners in a two-week 
period. It was great to see 
Act Of Valour win his 
maiden so impressively at 
Roscommon as we have 
always thought a lot of him. 
He will keep improving and hopefully go on to bigger 
and better things.

Night of Glory was also impressive in winning his 
maiden at The Curragh for the Amethyst Syndicate, 
and a few days later Veneer Of Charm won for them 
at Navan. The Amethyst Syndicate cost a lot of money 
to set last year, but 
the members are 
reaping the rewards 
now and I’m 
delighted for them. 
Veneer Of Charm 
was their third 
winner from three 
individual runners 
this year and they 
still have two nice 
unraced 
three-year-olds to 
look forward to. 

Night Of Glory 
heads for a listed 
race at 
Leopardstown in 
early June and then 
possibly on to Royal 
Ascot, while Veneer Of Charm, now that he has won 
and gained a bit of con�dence, will hopefully progress 
through the handicap ranks.

Fastidious’s win at Dundalk, over his specialist trip, 
seven furlongs, was his third win at the venue. Shane 
gave him a great ride and it was good to get his head 
back in front again. He leads a lot of the work at home 
and everyone in the yard is mad about him. It’s always 
a bonus when he wins, and this was the �fth success 
of his career.

The maiden which Ma Fee Heelah won at Dundalk 
was probably an ordinary enough race, but the word 
was that the Halford team thought a bit of their horse, 
who �nished second to us. He did it very easily and 
came out of the race very well. He hadn’t been doing 
things right before, but he is  now. We’ll go for a 
winners race with him at Leopardstown in early June 
and hopefully he can progress into a stakes-class 
horse.

Having a run of winners brings a great buzz to the 
yard and hopefully we can keep it going over the 
coming months. (You can �nd our winners blogs, with 
more details, on www.michaelocallaghan.ie.

May is also Gowran 
Breeze Up month, 
and although we 
missed out on a few 
horses who went 
beyond our budget, 
we did buy a Kodiac 
�lly and a George 
Vancouver colt (see 
page 3). Our record 
buying Gowran 
Breeze Up horses 
who go on to win, 
over the past three 
years, has been 
100%, so here’s 
hoping to keep our 
record in tact with 
these promising 
individuals. 
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Night Of Glory in the parade ring at The Curragh (photo: David Betts)
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Meeting The Team
Apprentice jockey Tomo Sherry is an inner-city lad with a love of horses.

     have no real racing background, except that my father 
     went to R.A.C.E. in 1982 and graduated the same year as 
Conor O’Dwyer and Richard Fahey. He signed on to the 
trainer Con Collins, but then he lost interest in racing and 
became a painter and decorator instead. I always liked 
horses growing up, but he was the one that pushed me 
towards racing.

I was brought up in Smith�eld, in Dublin city 
centre, and I used to ride bareback around the 
city from the age seven or eight. I left school 
after my junior cert and got a job driving a horse 
and carriage around the Guinness factory. The 
stables were in Henrietta Lane, just around the 
corner from my house. We’d drive the carriage 
over to the Southside, where the Guinness 
factory is, pick up tourists, and bring them 
around Temple Bar. 

I loved the horses, and any 
opportunity I got I’d spent 
time with them. You did 
everything in the yard – 
mucking out and grooming – 
but I never sat in a saddle 
until I went to R.A.C.E. I never 
really got on at school so I 
thought the racing academy 
would be a good option for 
me, and my father was very 
encouraging. It was a 
challenge at the start, but at 
the end of the �rst year I got 
‘most improved 
rider-of-the-year,’ so I learnt 
fairly quick, and once I got 
the hang of it I loved it. 

As part of my training I was 
sent to Michael Halford’s yard on the Curragh. I liked riding 
out there, but he had three apprentices at the time and 
there weren’t too many opportunities to get going on the 
track. Sean Davis had also been at R.A.C.E. and he was 
working here at Crotanstown. He told me that Michael had 
given him a great chance, so I thought it would be a good 
option to talk to the boss.

I started working here last September and have had three 
rides so far. Some lads have a pony racing background – 
they’re looking well and they’re stylish and they get going 
straight away. For lads like myself that don’t have any 
experience it takes that little bit longer. I’m being coached 
by Gordon Power and I’ve learnt a lot about riding 
technique from him. He’s very helpful in all ways.

You never stop learning and there are a lot of 
experienced lads in the yard and I learn a lot 
from them. Shane (Kelly), even though he is 
young, has ridden over sixty winners, and David 
Hayes is a brilliant work rider who worked in 
Ballydoyle and still goes out to Dubai to ride 
work there. 

There’s three apprentices in the yard – Niamh, 
Sean and myself – and even though we’re friends, 

it’s very competitive. You’re always trying to do 
better than each other, and all 
that does is improve you.

The horses have been �ying 
recently, and when you hit 
that kind of form everything 
falls into place. My favourite 
horse in the yard is an 
unraced two-year-old called 
Tarik. He’s a bit quirky, but I’ve 
been riding him since he was 
a yearling and I have plenty of 
time for him.

It would be great to get a 
couple of rides this year, and 
hopefully pick up some 
outside rides as well. Long 
term, I’d love to ride as many 
winners as I can, but �rst I’d 
love to lose the ten-pounds 

claim. If I could do what Seanie (Davis) has done in the 
stretch of time he has done it, I’d be over the moon.

Outside of racing I love running and keeping �t. I used to 
box a lot before I went to R.A.C.E. I still live at home with my 
mother, father and sister. I drive from the city to work in the 
mornings. Kildare would be a bit too quiet for me to live in. 
No sirens going o� every two minutes!

I used to ride 
bareback 
around 
Dublin from 
age seven 
or eight.
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News from the recent
Gowran Breeze Up Sale

For the Notebook
Modern Love is a very well-bred Dark Angel �lly out of a 
mare called The Hermitage. She is owned by Scott Heider 
and Craig Bernick, a couple of guys from the States to 
who were �rst introduced to the yard when they bought 
Take A Deep Breath from us last year. She had already 
won her maiden, and went on to �nish second in a G3 for 
them before going to America to continue her career. 

Anybody interested in becoming an owner in the yard, 
or becoming involved in future syndicates, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Geraldine at: 045 456 502.

       If you wish to 
      have a copy of 
     our newsletter 
     emailed, or 
    have a 
    printed copy 
   sent to you, 
  please drop 
  Geraldine 
 a line at: 
info@michaelocallaghan.ie

The George Vancouver colt bought at Gowran.

We have been very lucky buying breezers from Tally-Ho 
Stud over the past few years. Blue De Vega, Now Or Never, 
and De Boss Man were all consigned by Roger 
O’Callaghan, and at Gowran I bought  a Kodiac �lly (ex 
Tiltili) from Roger for €70,000. She breezed in a fast time, 
has a lovely action, and should be ready to start o� soon. 
She was purchased for a new owner in the yard, Alan 
Quinn, who played international soccer for Ireland and 
Sunderland United. It’s great to get Alan on the team and 
hopefully his �lly will be as good as our previous Tally-Ho 
horses. 

I also bought a colt by George Vancouver (ex Asiana) from 
the Slatterys of Meadowview Stables. George Vancouver 
won a Breeders Cup Juvenile for Aidan O’Brien, and this 
guy did a very fast time in his breeze, and has a lovely 
action. He should be ready to go to war with soon, so we’ll 
get him named up quickly. He also cost €70,000.

Modern Love has done everything right so far. She is 
a quality �lly, so I’ll be taking my time with her and 
minding her. Expect to see her out in the summer, 
but anything she does this year will be a bonus. She’s 
one to really look forward to. 
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Fastidious Veneer Of Charm

Ma Fee HeelaAct Of Valour

Night Of Glory


